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The Possibility of Religious and Cultural Education in

“the special subject morality” and period for integrated

study
— one consideration of active learning practices about
“Religious Textbooks” —

Toshinori KAWAMATA

Abstract

The amended Basic Act on Education in 2006 includes the words “general knowledge
about religion” in the Religious Education section. From 2018, Moral Education will
be amended from “extra-curricular activities” to “the special subject morality” .
These new classes will begin at elementary and junior high schools. The next Courses
of Study, which will be implemented from 2020, indicates its direction to Active
learning. In this paper, we discuss the introduction of “Religious and Cultural
Education” in Moral Education. We also consider its potential to include the use of
active learning as a method. In doing so, “Textbooks of Religion” used overseas are
referred to. Those religions which were not formerly addressed, will not be addressed
even after the label is changed to “Religious Culture” . However in other countries in
the world, people learn the foundation of “Religious Culture” during their compulsory
education period. It is important that “Religious Culture” is taught as knowledge.
Looking ahead, we will propose considerations from multiple points of view regarding

this matter.
Key Word

The Special Subject Morality, period for integrated study, education about religious

culture, Active learning, Course of study
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