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Transformation of Architecture in Xishuangbanna, China
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Abstract

This paper focuses on the transformation of Architecture in Xishuangbanna, China. The tourism
development in Xishuangbanna emphasized the protection of the ethnic culture. However, the
actual state of preservation in a village was delayed, if not hardly witnessed. In the mean time, a lot
of people have rebuilt their houses without government authorization. Recently, the government of
Xishuangbanna accelerated its call to protect elements of village culture, such as traditional
architecture and fashions. Since this time, the reconstruction of houses has come to be severely
criticized. In a tourism area in the village, a number of newly rebuilt houses were demolished. In
recent years however, the mode of traditional architecture has shifted from house building to repair
and restoration of interiors. This has been made possible by local government subsidies to the
people living in the area.
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