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The Formation of “Shoka” as a Source of Japanese “poem”
—A Study of “National Literature” in Japan as a “Nation State”(7)—
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Abstract

In this paper we will examine the publication process and the contents of Shogaku Shoka Shu
(Song books for the elementary school, 3vols. 1882-4). The “Shoka”, which are songs for school
children, had an impact on the formation of Japanese “poems”. In chapter 1 we will assess the
publication process of those books. In chapter 2 we will categorize and investigate the words of
Shoka into 4 groups:—lyricism, moralism, patriotism and militarism
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