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The Americans’ Way of Communication
Viewed from Movies and Dramas
mEEE"
Nobuyuki MATSUKURA

Abstract

In order to investigate the Americans’ way of communication, this paper chiefly focuses on
communication among American families, and American movies and dramas are used to analyze it.

To begin with, many examples are given here of the nicknames and terms of endearment used by
family members. In addition, examples of discussions related to ways to spend “quality time,” and to
share household chores are provided.

Furthermore, taking into account the American culture as the background for their ordinary

communication and also its racial minorities, the status quo is analyzed using some movies.
Keywords: Communication, Family, Culture, Community
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DOHESONDT2DTHLHLB, ALT AV HTARETS, HFEVEERNRVAFTE FE
MEELZY, DO 2R LIZD T2 LIXRFEAKFETH D, IROBIIBE An Officer and
a Gentleman ($4 : B L EEOKIE D)L, BEWVOLART () 1M AR EZNRH > TND
LT D, Mayo 1T Italian, —J5, Paula |d Polish THh 2 Z ER¥bnDd, £/, BE TIIXE
Dad L FEEDN5SDH TH DM, Fio?® Mayo DOFEEED Seriously [F UdIZ] 1I2H D X HiT,
G D &FE(formal) 72 5 HENIZ IV TIE, father XV B 5,

(1) Mayo : So, what kind of a name is Pokrifki?

Paula : Polish. What kind of a name is Mayo?

Mayo : Italian. My mom was Irish. I got her ears.

Paula : Oh, yeah?

Mayo : Yeah. The rest is all Wop.

Paula : Where are you from, Mayo the Wop?

Mayo : Everywhere, nowhere, Paula the Polack.

Paula : Seriously?

Mayo : Seriously. Seriously. My father’s a Rear Admiral, Seventh Fleet.

Paula : You’re kidding?

Mayo : No. No. We, we lived in ports all over the world. Katmandu,
Moscow, Nairobi.

Paula : Really, God, I’ve never been out of Washington. Wait a minute,
you’re kidding me, right? We don’t have any Naval Bases in
Moscow.

(An Officer and a Gentleman)

SOIFREIZBNT, FEBREMES TREFR) & LT, &b —MRAVRIEDY X Dad T, RICE
WD 73 nickname, IKIT first name & VN 9 NEFIZMERROME FIZBHE O ENR A HiL D,

WD FNIWRIE Field of Dreams 7> % i Karin 734 M Ray % Daddy & A TWS, 69— T,
FE D Annie [ZF % Ray & first name TFEA TV D,

(2) Announcer : And so, for the veteran southpaw, his summer of woes
continues. That’s four straight hits in the inning.
Karin : Daddy, what’s a “southpaw”?
Ray : Um...it means a left-handed pitcher, honey.
Ray : So how bad is it?
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: Well, (sighs) considering how much less acreage we have for corn, I’d say we’ll
probably...almost break even. We used up all our savings on that field, Ray.
: Daddy?
: Just a minute, Karin.
: So what are you saying? We can’t keep the field?
: Makes it real hard to keep the farm.
: Daddy?
: In a minute, Karin.
: There’s a man out there on your lawn.
: ’1l put up some coffee. Why don’t you go on outside?
: Sorry. I-I’ll get some out there.
(Field of Dreams)

WOBFNL, B Back to the Future Part I 7>%, FE A2 Marty D& N Doc 23 B 53 DF IR % #4
T 2% T, Doc ILEF7=H % first name THEATRAL TS, 5 —FH T, BRbHOE
FAIZH, KAD Marty & Jennifer % first name THIT L T\ 5,

WEICIE, 25 L EOZEICK T 2R E LT madam Z WS A, 2L D b < T
#ré L Tmaam BNAHVWLND, TRROFIOHTH Marty 75 Doc DB E A% ma’am & FEA TU

5,

(3) Marty
Jennifer
Marty
Doc
Marty
Doc

Clara
Marty
Doc

Marty
Doc

Marty

: What the hell?

: (loud gasp)

: Doc!

: Marty!

: Doc! Doc!

: Marty! It runs on steam!

: Meet the family! Clara, you know.
: Hi, Marty!

:Ma’am!

: These are our boys.

: Jules...and Verne.

: (chuckles)

: Boys...this is Marty and Jennifer.

: Doc, I thought I’d never see you again!
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: You can’t keep a good scientist down. After all, I had to come back for Einstein, and,

well, I didn’t want you to be worried about me.

: Oh, I brought you a little souvenir.

: It’s great, Doc. Thanks.

(Back to the Future Part IIl)

3. REMIIa=F— 3 v0FiEfas

EENFAED S, FHEFEHMA D quality time IZOWTHATL ZENH LN, ZOSHEDE
BRITEA T . FRRAVCEHLWERETB IR L MECH 282 EKT 5, oF
V. ZO quality time ZZFNFEM I 2= —va OFTHERG I T 250 % 5D 5 DIXM
BEWRWEWZD,

UL, BARTESE VBIGAES 2B, TAV I TIEEHREZE W2 ATy 2T %2 LT
HKFETEET S Z ENFEIZR>TWVD,

TROFNL K7~ D Friends B OBIATH D, FRODFHE T EEGWICH SNz Bert &
Ernie OBIRIZRIMEZOBEERE VR H D08, 2O L5 REREZEEL TS, ZOBRED quality
time (3T ¥ > T —PARYOKEEL LV RELERREZBI T L 2BXTWS, LR - T,
ZITHLNADEFDOL I, V=L v =T 2T HERMEOVDIIFED X 5 728 LORHIRD
T, KRYIZRRER A8 29 2 & 23 quality time & VW2 K 5,

(4) Joey

Chandler :

Joey

Chandler :

Joey

Chandler :

Joey

Chandler :

Joey

: ’m sorry. I’'m 28. I’ve never lived alone and I’m at a place where I got enough money

that I don’t need a roommate.
[ don’t need a roommate either. I can afford to live here by myself. I may have to bring

in somebody once a week to lick the silverware.

: Why are you getting so bent out of shape? We didn’t agree to live together forever.

We’re not Bert and Ernie.

You know what? If this is the way you feel then maybe you should take it.

: That’s how I feel.

Then maybe you should take it!

: Maybe [ will!

Fine with me!

: Great! You can spend more quality time with your real friends the spoons!

(Friends)
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PREE OFFECRIT D EFEEE TR LR Z L OO —DIZFHOBEEHERH T HiILD, =
DFEFEND A 2= —va BT, BERAIIEFORIMIT THA S, EF L IGEE
DET, EBRIC2EFR—LATAZRBRLEZERHDEDOT, EREBSBHL VDL LHEA
TELOEN, Ioez2iE, FHBRIZBTA2MALIES> TWHDIE, HORFEE ML TN HRE
A EDLLLIIRE) THHIDIFRVWARVWEETH L, AEICEL T, AARDOFETIE, BHF
DY & B AHTIISCTEEY . BEOZBICR>TWD, LavL, HEEE CIX TROME ET
DOHFTRBND X HIZ, “It’s your turn to do the dishes.” 72 & & | FETIEZ 2RO T, FEEE
TAT ) OP@BERN 2> T D, 72720, BRTHLREZFEIHELALNILOD, B X
ZREIIREBT - TND O T, HFEESCRKIN D AT A Z A L L3R A>T, LR - T,
RN CHR— AT A ZATOBRIFEOL = 7 2+ 0B L T LERH D,
TROBITIE, FEOAR % Michael (BF) & Gertie (B1) 2MEV . BERD dishes D i &
#% Fr 715 % Michael & Elliott (BF) NFm-oTW 5,

(5) Elliott : (yelling) It was nothing like that, penis-breath!
Mary : (laughing) Elliott! = - - Sit down.
Gertie  : (chuckles)
Elliott  : Dad would believe me.
Mary : Maybe you ought to call your father and tell him about it.
Elliott  : 1 can’t. He’s in Mexico with Sally.
Gertie  :Um * - - where’s Mexico?
Mary : Excuse me.
Michael : (whispering) I’'m gonna kill you.
Mary : If you ever see it again, whatever it is, don’t touch it. Just *+ « - call me and we’ll have
somebody come and take it away.
Gertie  : Like the dog catcher?
Elliott  : But they’ll give it a lobotomy or do experiments on it or something.
Mary : It’s your turn to do the dishes, fellas.
Michael : 1 set and cleared.
Elliott  :1Iset and cleared.
Michael :1 did breakfast.
Gertie  : 1 did breakfast.
Mary : (sighs)
Michael : What’s the matter, Mom?

Mary : (sighs)(sobs) He hates Mexico.
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Michael : Damn it, why don’t you * * - grow up?! Think how other people feel for a change!
(ED)
4. 32— avEXRZHSXILHER

KEORENA I 2 =5 — 3 2id, REOSUEREERR SN TND, FIZAR—YIC
BT 2R EIITFR D2, Tl BERIZLAENEEARDH H AR —Y LIIE X RN LD
ThHMN, ZNTHRBIRME FERIZESNTND,

ROBNTE R A T — < 1T - o RBRIRBEER D—D> TH D AR DERITT A A U T,
FAAD Ray 13FED Annie &IHO Karin & & HICHESEL LEZLTWT, hyEra v Ma
H, AR EEA TS, Ray 13288K, FInb E bR ROFERE L, £ “If you build it, he
will come.” TZNZENIX, HERRL-oTL D1 EWIHIFE o7, Ray ITHEROZE AW &L T,
BRHOEFINEZRKZITRDELHIZIFRV ISRV ERBY, ZOFOFKRE b LAY ER=
A D5 L CERIG A {EILIE, Shoeless Joe AR THEK AT 57259, ) £BX T, ZDO@EY 1A
D—EhEOSSLTEHSGEZED, £ LT1ERK, DUV Shoeless Joe 13%°-> TH D,

JEEIL, ETGITENG) S 72RO D John LRI Z & 372 o7z Ray Id, E SIZ 2D BIE
John)D NAEBIEE HHENWEZ LT B THKILZ & THDH, £ LT, Ray & John 1IF v v
F e AR—NELTHEZMAL D,

FICFE, R, BT EEO0F & LT honey & W57, T Tk Annie 7> 5 John

(FR) ITHLTHRLAZIAD THOON TN D, 7 A b« =TI, John REFEES T
< #17z Ray IZ “Is this heaven?” & &4 5, T DORIVIZ Ray 1% “Is there a heaven?” & [ & K373,
John X “It’s the place dreams come true.” [KE L XN 2 DD, | L& x5 &, Ray
X “Maybe this is heaven.” L& x5, Z DEFEICIL American dream OFEM IR RS Z & 23T
x5,

(6) Shoeless Joe : If you build it...he will come.

Ray : Oh, my God.
Annie : What? What is it?
Ray : It’s my father.

: “Ease his pain”
Annie : “Go the distance”
Ray : It was you.

Shoeless Joe : No, Ray. It was you.
Ray : My God. I only saw him years later when he was worn down by life. Look at him.

He’s got his whole life in front of him, and I’m not even a glint in his eye. What do |
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say to him?

: Why don’t you introduce him to his granddaughter?
: Hi.
: Hi.

: | just wanted to thank you folks for puttin’ up this field...and lettin’ us play here.

I’m John Kinsella.

: I’'m Ray. My wife, Annie.

: Hi, Annie.

: This is my daughter, Karin. Karin, this is my f-... This is John.
: Hi, John.

: (chuckles)

: Hi, ya, Karin.

: Well...we’re gonna let you two talk. I mean, if all these people are gonna come, we

got a lot of work to do. It was very nice meeting you.

: Ma’am.
: Come on, honey.
: You catch a good game.

: Thank you. It’s so beautiful here. For me... well, for me it’s like a dream come true.

Can | ask you something? Is...Is this heaven?

: It’s lowa.

: lowa?

: Yeah.

: I could have sworn it was heaven.
: Is...? Is there a heaven?

: Oh, yeah. It’s the place dreams come true.
: Well, maybe this is heaven.

: Well...good night, Ray.

: Good night, John.

: Hey...Dad?

: You wanna have a catch?

: I’d like that.

(Field of Dreams)

KETIZ10 A 31 B ORIZERE 2 E\2hEEs Uiz 23“Trick or Treat!” & & - CGEATAE Y |
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AT NIZ“I’'m scared.”E S> TRBEFREE 525, Tig (7) OFIXMLE ETIZBWT, F
BTy 4 — 2 OREEII MR L VDEELE > TWABHE TH D,

(7) Gertie : What are you going as for Halloween?
Elliott  : I’m not going to stupid Halloween.
Michael : Why don’t you go as a goblin?
Elliott  : Shut up.
Mary : It’s not that we don’t believe you, honey.
Elliott  : Well, It was real, I swear!
Mary : What are you going as, Gertie?
Gertie  : I’m going as a cowgirl.
Elliott  : So what else is new?
Michael : Maybe it was an iguana.
Elliott  : It was no iguana.
Michael :Maybea- « = * * uhe - you know how they say there are, uh, alligators in
the sewers?
Gertie  : Alligators in the sewers.
Mary : (sighs) All we’re tryingtosayis * * * * * maybe you just probably imagined it.
Elliott  : I couldn’t have imagined it!
Michael : Maybe it was a pervert or deformed kid or something.
Gertie  : A deformed kid.
Elliott  : (sighs)
Michael : Maybe, uh, an elf or a leprechaun.

(ET)

5. TA)VA#REDOITA/ T«

WASP PNMEBRRT AV AHRIZBNTC R AT 4 7 - T AV hvidh bl . ~A4 /7 VT ¢
TH 5D, FROBIIIME Dances with Wolves 7> 5 BAALEE G Y BEDT A U BIZBWT, XA T o
T T AV A E DR ETRD TS To B D & =iz EANRETHELTH D,
BREGOPT DREWDH] LIEEND ¥ o A= EOEE LB OEM L. BRL O
OFIZEEDRERBEORA T 47 « T AV Db EOZRBHM», BOABOF D KRIZ
BRD TITS BRI TN D,
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(8) Dances with wolves : I speak English.
Major : Who are you?
Dances with wolves : Lieutenant John J. Dunbar. This is my post.
Major : Why are you dressed like this?
Dances with wolves : I came out from Fort Hays last April, but there was nobody here.
Elgin : Do you have proof of that?
Dances with wolves : My journal’s on the bunk in my quarters. My orders are in the journal. It’ll,

it’ll tell you everything.

Elgin : Spivey, you and Edwards were the first ones here.  Did you find anything?
A journal?

Spivey : Nah. We didn’t find nothin’, sir.

Elgin : Where’s Edwards?

Spivey : He’s outside. (Elgin & Major walk out the door.)

: Hey, he didn’t find nothin’ either.

Bauer : (laughing) You turned injun, didn’t ya? didn’t ya?
Soldier 1 : He’s a white man.

Soldier 2 : He doesn’t look white to me.

Soldier 1 : Say he’s a soldier.

Soldier 2 : Soldier? He’s an officer.

Soldier 1 : Officer? Well, do you salute him or shoot him?
Soldiers : (laugh)

(Dances with Wolves)

TAYAERIT 1994 FITRETZBANCE 20 BARRBICROND LI HAE<A
JIVTABIORRL~A 7 VT A AEOREPHEZ R, ZOBERITITANHER ORFEZER
@R ERBIT oD,

T A YA TIE 1950 FROYIAE T, BHHELAILOE T ANERBEECR 23 FE i S 40T, 1954
FICHEOBRGICBW T, ANERBEBCRIIEEER &L SN T T U AHR R T En, bl
INSLERET, ANFEZER ORUFED EhE S TIT 2 72,

WOBNTEBR & > 12 K5 & 7 VA LTeME] Freedom Writers (FW) 36, 7727 4 Y
HND Eva DRXBINEEIZ L 0 b 5T, BRIGEHINDGE TH D, Eva DIEFEIC “They
called my people a gang because we fight for our America.” & &2 X 912, [FAZENFKAX DT A U D
EROTESYOT, 5 (4F) 3FExE2X Y 7 EMEAT, | £ LT, “Ifyou’re Latino or Asian

or black, you could get blasted anytime you walk out your door.”
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BLLT Ty T AVAN TVTA BARL SMIHD LSO THHBESh D, ) L EEL
T,

(9) Eva : And I saw the war for the first time.

Eva’s father : Eva! Eva!

Police Officer : Police! Open up!

: Relax. Stay back.

Eva : They took my father for retaliation. He was innocent, but they took him, because
he was respected by my people. They called my people a gang because we fight for
our America.

Police officer : On your feet!

Eva : When [ got my initiation into the gang life...I became third generation. They beat
you so you won’t break. They are my family.

Eva : In Long Beach, it all comes down to what you look like. If you’re Latino or Asian
or black, you could get blasted anytime you walk out your door.

(Freedom Writers)

WOBL FWhHOFITH D, BAFEKAE Student (Miguel) DFFEDIBE ATEIZ DV Tl < T
WA, OMBIED Gruwell LENFTEEH5 2 T NIME—DANTHD BTN D, D3
PO HDNDE T, A/ VT 4 OBANOAETETFRHIEE L <. EE AR TV D EFEH R
2 TL %o

(10) Student: My mother has no family to lean on, no money coming in. Why brother coming to school
or getting good grades if I’'m homeless? The bus stops in front of the school. I feel like
throwing up. I’'m wearing clothes from last year, some old shoes and no new haircut. I kept
thinking I’d get laughed at. Instead, I’'m greeted by a couple of friends who were in my
English class last year. And it hits me, Mrs. Gruwell, my crazy English teacher from last
year, is the only person that made me think of hope.”... %

“l walk into the room and feel as though all the problems in life are not so important

anymore. | am home.”

(ibid.)

R FWhHOFTHDN, Eva DFEFENOLDLND LI, ZOTA VY UERbHLFRLT
£, FNEFNORIEIZL - THlZ OFIRIZ PN THWDEOTHD, FHIZALNDZREN
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DOFFERPERICEH., BICARZRVWEIEY L LTHEELTWADITEXThHD, ~1/ VT4
NELOEEMNS, —SINCHDE &, BORENHETERLIRDIEEZERLTNEDOTH
}:)c

(11) Eva : Dumbass. He thinks that the problems going on in Long Beach aren’t going to touch me
at Wilson. My PO doesn’t understand that schools are like the city, and the city is just like
a prison, all of them divided into separate sections, depending on tribes.
: There’s Little Cambodia. The Ghetto. Wonder Bread Land. And us, South of the Border
or Little Tijuana. That’s just the way it is, and everyone knows it.

(ibid.)

6. BHYIC

TAVANDAI 2= —2 a0 LV &G 5H LT, RICHEKEELFLE LIZFRKED
AIa=r—valZEREY T, TAY DOBEE NI~ Z IO 21T > 72,

T ETHREICE T DB TR OMMORBEICHSWT, Ela b TR A MNA 72, 72,
FREIZBTHaIa=r—Tar0ar|lid quality time & 02, FEEIZHB W CHEME L
ROFBHROBEIFEICONTHEREZMA T,

oI, TAVIANDAI 2= —va OBERERT ULB I OT XY ko~ 7V
T ATDNTH, EFHICESWTHIE S -l 2 B, 8RO £217 572,

SE
Four-In Creative Products (1995) SCREENPLAY AN OFFICER AND A GENTLEMAN ¥ —/v

Koo f— B RNLPFER.
Four-In Creative Products (1994) SCREENPLAY THE BODYGUARD A7 V) —> 7 L A Hfitt.

Four-In Creative Products (1992) SCREENPLAY DANCES WITH WOLVES A7 U — 7 LA HIR.

Four-In Creative Products (1991) SCREENPLAY FIELD OF DREAMS A7 V) — 7" LA HRREE.

Four-In Creative Products (1989) SCREENPLAY BACK TO THE FUTURE Part Il % —/V X -
A — ¥ MLEEE.

Four-In Creative Products (1988) SCREENPLAY ET A7V — > 7 L A Hiftt.

EHEEE (1998) [A v Z—_—YF - aia=br—ar] ERBRERE.

BT RBAR (1997) (a2 =2=r—va 2 ~0fft] RIEEEE.

H EBEE; (2012) SCREENPLAY FREEDOM WRITERS 7 4 —A '« A7 ) — 7 LA HHEER.
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