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A Preliminary Study about Buddhist Views of the Afterlife
—An Application to Early Childhood Education—

Yoshiro TeraDA

This paper aims to survey Japanese traditional views of the afterlife, focusing on some
famous Buddhist sutras and thought. Furthermore, I try to apply these ideas which I
obtained through this study to early childhood education.

At first, I grasp an opinion from T. Umehara about a view of death in Japan. Then, after
having a look at studies by A. Hirata and K. Yanagita, I examine the differences among
primitive Buddhist sutras, Mahayanistic ones, and Japanese ones.

This study brings out some topics; (1) differences between Japanese indigenous view of
the afterlife and Buddhist one, (2) differences between original Buddhist view of the
afterlife and Japanese Buddhist one, (3) the Japanese ethos of life. After considering these
topics, I point out the importance of these views of the afterlife in early childhood

education.
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