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The Future of Education of Young Children and Childcare
at the Local Level
A Study Based on the Discussions of Local Committees for The Implementation

of The Comprehensive Support System for Children and Child-rearing

Takashi Nagasawa, Tetuhisa Taguchi

Abstract

The implementation of “The Comprehensive Support System for Children and Child-
rearing” in April 2015 changed the methods for supporting child-rearing in Japan. From
2014, the two authors of this article were involved in establishing the guidelines for
supporting child-rearing in the city of Suzuka (Nagasawa), Tsu and Kameyama (Taguchi).
Based on the discussions of “The Committee for the Implementation of The Comprehensive
Support System for Children and Child-rearing” in the above-mentioned cities, this article
aims to explain the current situation regarding education and childcare (nursery,
kindergarten, centers for early childhood education and care) and child-rearing support
(extended-hours childcare, after-school childcare, child-rearing support centers, on-demand

childcare) in Japan.

Key Words: The Comprehensive Support System for Children and Child-rearing, The
Committee for the Implementation of The Comprehensive Support System for
Children and Child-rearing, centers for early childhood education and care, the

quality of childcare



