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Peril and Risk in a Tsunami affected Village in Aceh, Ground Zero
of the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami
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Abstract

The 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami devastated coastal areas in Banda Aceh,
Indonesia. Ulee Lheue, a coastal village called the ground zero of the
tsunami, has attracted migrants, as well as heirs of tsunami victims, and has
become a crowded village again. This paper discusses reasons why people
came to live in a village once completely washed away by the 2004 Indian
Ocean Tsunami. In particular, I will argue how villagers have recognized, or
suppressed, a risk of tsunami through an analysis of their responses to

earthquakes and recognizing peril.
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