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Natural Disaster and Exhibitions in a Museum in Aceh
Reality and Spectacle

Chie SAITO

Abstract

This paper discusses the authenticity of exhibitions in the Tsunami Museum in Aceh,
Indonesia. This area was severely damaged by the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami. The
museum is one of the most famous destinations for Tsunami Tourism developed by the
Acehnese government and an important educational facility for disaster mitigation and
preparedness, which students and pupils in all schools in the capital of Aceh province
visit every year. In this museum, some exhibitions have been accepted as realities
while some have often been accepted as spectacles although they also reproduce the

tsunami reality.

Key Word natural disaster, death, dark tourism, museum, authenticity
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