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The Birth of “Gunka” in 1886

—A Study of “National Literature” in Japan as a “Nation
State”(16)—

Tatsuya OMOTO

Abstract

In this paper, we will examine the creation of “gunka ”(military songs) in the Meiji
era. Shogaku Shoka Shu (Song books for the elementary school, 3vols. 1882-4),
Shintaishi-sho (Selection of New-style Poems, 1883) and Shintai-shiika (New-style
Songs and Poems, 5vols. 1882-3) contain many military or patriotic lyrics, but they
were not called “gunka” as there was no genre of “gunka in those days. Genzo KAWAI
integrated some components of these books to edit Gunka in1886. The publication of

the book led to the formation of new genre.
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