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1886 as an Epoch-Making Year of “Shintaishi” :
A Study of “National Literature” in Japan as a “Nation State”(17)

Tatsuya OMOTO

Abstract

The year of 1886 was an epoch-making year for the creation of "Shintaishi" (new
style of Japanese poetry). During that year there was the appearance of "gunka"
(military songs), the introduction of the "Iro/Koi" (carnal desires) theme, and the
spread of devotees. In this paper, we will examine the second and third events of that
year through the following readings: the Shintaishi-rin (collection of new style
Japanese poems), Shosei Shoka (student's songs), two Shintaishi-sen (selection of new
style Japanese poems) and the books edited by “Shintaishi-gaku Kenkyukai ” (Society
for New Style Japanese Poetry).

Keywords : Shintaishi-gaku Kenkyukai (A Society for New Style Japanese Poetry),
Shintaishi-rin (A collection of new style Japanese poems), Shosei Shoka (A student's
songs), Shintaishi-sen (A selection of new style Japanese poems), Sanpyo-Shintaishi-

sen (An annotated selection of new style Japanese poems)
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