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Explaining the Durability of Authoritarian Regime
Hidehiko KINOUCHI

Abstract

Conventional views on authoritarian regime take it for granted that the durability of
today's autocracies is mostly rested upon repression and co-optation. This paper argues that
repression and co-optation are critical to current authoritarian regimes but not sufficient to
explain the remarkable resilience of them. In this paper, I argue the possibility that the so-
called status-quo mechanism upholds the dictatorship through paying special attention to
three perspectives, i.e. prospect theory, popular injustice concept, and path-dependency.
Analyzing the status-quo mechanism, I believe, not only provides crucial insights into the

authoritarian rule but also gains a better understanding of political regimes in general.

Keywords : Authoritarian regime, Status quo, Prospect theory, Popular moral ethics, Path

dependency
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