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Belief System of People Live in Old Age
: Focusing on Elderly Welfare Facility and the Community-Based Integrated
Care System

Toshinori KAWAMATA

Abstract

By 2025, the Ministry of Health, Labour, and Welfare aims to establish a "Comprehensive
Community Care System" that would allow the elderly to continue to live in areas where they
are accustomed to living as much as possible until death. The goal is to make housing, medical
care, nursing care, preventive care, and support for daily living all available in the community
within traveling distance of about 30 minutes. However, the current proportion of deaths at
hospitals is more than 70 percent. The proportion of deaths at welfare facilities for the elderly,
not at home, is also rising, and it is becoming increasingly necessary for these facilities to deal
not only with disease/treatment but also with death. The proportion of people who have
religious faith in Japan is 20 to 30 percent. Although this proportion increases with age, people
who have faith are still a minority in the facilities where they die, and no special considerations
have been made to meet their religious needs. This study overviews and considers the present
situation of old age, death, and faith in Japan with reference to current, nationwide statistics
as well as results of past investigations by the author.

The Roman Catholic Church has welfare facilities for the elderly, but people of other religions
spend their old age with their respective families and so on and are taken care of within the
social welfare system. The results of a survey in the United Kingdom indicated that religion
supported devoutly religious people through their bereavement of their spouses and so on,
which are inevitable events for those who live to old age. Buddhism fulfills many such
supportive roles of religion in Japan. Priests oriented to social welfare steadily continue their
activities that include providing care for bereaved families. In this super-aged society, we
should recognize afresh the significance of shrines and temples that exist to a certain extent
in the junior high school districts envisioned for the "Comprehensive Community Care
System." Activities of priests and religious institutions that are not restricted to

"indoctrination" could be significantly useful for people in the community.

Key Words old age, belief system, death,

elderly welfare facility, the community-based integrated care system
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