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Discontent with and Limits of Representative Democracy

Hidehiko KINOUCHI

Abstract

In recent years, representative democracy is claimed to be in crisis as a result of various factors including high levels of
citizen disaffection with politics, the increasing power of actors without electoral accountability etc. . Among these factors,
disaffection with politics is believed to be both the cause and the result of the crisis of democracy. However, in this paper,
through focusing on the structural limits of democratic politics, I argue that the increased discontent with current democratic

politics is better explained by a number of misunderstandings of representative democracy.
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